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Reality of survey methods to identify pregnant women in need of support at obstetric facilities
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to clarify the reality of screening methods to identify pregnant
women in need of support in pregnancy at medical facilities. Of medical insurance institutions in the
prefectures under the jurisdiction of the Kinki Regional Bureau of Health and Welfare, we distributed
questionnaires to nurses giving guidance to pregnant women at 111 facilities that conduct medical
checkups on pregnant women and gave consent for the survey. We conducted research at 94 facilities
that responded to the questionnaires (collection rate: 84.7%). The results revealed that 81.9% of
facilities have been conducting screening on pregnant women in need of support. The average rate of
pregnant women in need of support was 139 * 949% among all facilities. In 98.7% of the facilities, the
personnel conducting the screening were nurses. Eleven items such as "young pregnant woman'" and
"unmarried/single mother" were most frequently included in the questionnaire. However, at clinics,
five items such as "young pregnant woman" were included less often in the questionnaire. The number
of facilities that conducted screening was higher than that reported previously, suggesting that the
screening has been conducted by nurses at those facilities on a continual basis. While some items were
used for screening more frequently than other items, other items varied in frequency of use depending
on the type of facility. We need to organize a framework that enables identification of pregnant women
in need of support in all medical facilities.

Key words : pregnant women in need of support, screening



