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The Expansion of Kizuki Taisha Shrine City
in the Sengoku Period:
From the Examination of Laws Issued by the Amago Family

Masaki TANIGUCHI

The aim of this paper is to examine the control of the religious city by Sengoku Daimyo power, study-
ing two laws for Kizuki Taisha shrine city issued by the Amago family, the Daimyo of Izumo.

Amago’s basic plan for control of the shrine city was to maintain Kokuzo’s(priests) rights as ruler of
the city and shrine. Amago’s laws admitted Kokuzo to judge trouble between Oshi(priests who assist
pilgrims), and to take action against crime in the city.

But the principle of the Amago family and Kokuzo didn’t suit reality. Basically, the problem between
Oshi was solved by themselves. In the Sengoku period, a large amount of pilgrims, more than in the
past, came to Kizuki, and new problems appeared which weren’t managed by Kokuzo.

The Amago family strengthened its intervention in Kizuki Taisha shrine city, compromising between
Kokuzo and Oshi, judging murderers itself, and applying the law of the realm as standard.

This paper shows the process of the control of the religious city by Sengoku Daimyo power, studying
the laws of the Amago family, and assists in thinking of the urban domination by Daimyo, which is

parallel to the construction of castle towns.
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