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Investigating Imperial Japan’s Sheep Research Project
in Manchuria:
Focusing on Projects of Two Leading Institutions,
the Military Department of Imperial Japan and
South Manchuria Railway Co.

JIN WEI

As a part of Japan’s Inner Mongolia Livestock products policy, dozens of shepp-breeding projects were
conducted in Manchuria in the first half of the 20" century under a strong influence of public and semi-
public bodies in Imperial Japan. Imperial Japan had strong motivations for these projects wich were to
be footsteps for establishing solid military supply bases in Manchuria. While we have a pile of research
on the general features of sheep-breeding projects and detail of the repercussions of the projects, we have
only limited in-detail research specifically focusing on the sheep research project that formed the very
bases of the sheep breeding projects. This paper aims to fill the gap by clarifying details of Imperial
Japan’s sheep research projects in Manchuria from the early 20th century to the 1930s.

In course of the analysis, we focus on two leading bodies of the research projects, the Military Depart-
ment of Imperial Japan and The South Manchuria Railway Co. These two bodies jointly influenced the
trajectories of the research projects in the first half of the 20* century, while their levels of influence
varied throughout the period. This paper will clarify first that the Military Department, which tended
to direct the research with pro-Mongolian and anti-Chinese characteristics, led the research projects in
the first half of the half century. The tendency reflected the Department’s military policy-based strategy,
to form a strategic coalition between Japan and Mongolia to face off Chinese people in Manchurian field
together. Then, this paper aims to show that the tendency started to be waning after the early 1930s when
the successive research projects started to be conducted by Manchuria Railway Co. While Manchuria
Railway Co.-led researches basically kept a distance from the military policy-based research mindset,
they tried to explore the feasibility of collaborative efforts among Japanese, Mongolians and Chinese to
achieve promoting sheep-breeding business in Manchuria. Collectively, this paper aims to show that sheep
research projects, which formed important bases of the sheep-breeding projects under Imperial Japan’s
influence, were formed under changing political dynamics surrounding Manchuria in the first half of the

20 century.

Keywords : Manchuria area, sheep research, military supplies, development of livestock products, domi-

nance policy



