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How do Heterosexuals View Homosexuals?:
From the View Point of Social Identity Theory
and Attribution Theory

Ayako SUZUKI, Tomoko IKEGAMI

Previous studies demonstrated that heterosexual men express sexual prejudice against gays in order
to differentiate themselves from gays and thus maintain a positive gender self-esteem. On the other hand,
heterosexual women’s gender self-esteem has been found to be inversely related to negative attitudes
toward lesbians. Moreover, it has been found that biological information on homosexuality moderates
the above linkages in a quite different manner between heterosexual men and women. Therefore, we
investigated how such biological information differently influences views about homosexuals of the same
gender between heterosexual men and women. Furthermore, we investigated how differently the percep-
tion formed by the biological information would moderate the relationship between heterosexuals’ gender
self-esteem and attitudes toward homosexuals of the same gender in both heterosexual men and women.
We hypothesized that, for heterosexual men, perceived biological differences would enhance the distinctive-
ness between heterosexuals and homosexuals, thus mitigating the negative relationship between gender
self-esteem and favorable attitudes toward gays. On the other hand, we hypothesized that for heterosex-
ual women, the information would emphasize the perception that homosexuality has a genetic origin
and is uncontrollable, thus amplifying the positive relationship between gender self-esteem and favorable
attitudes toward lesbians. A questionnaire study was conducted using 175 Japanese undergraduates as
respondents. Consequently, we did not obtain any evidence in support of the above hypotheses. Our
results indicated that perceived biological differences or similarities did not influence the way either
heterosexual men or women viewed homosexuals, in terms of intergroup distinctiveness, genetic origin
and controllability. However, interestingly but unexpectedly, heterosexual women’s gender self-esteem

was positively related to tolerance for lesbians when the score of perceived controllability was high,
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whereas such a relationship disappeared when the perceived controllability was low. In addition, when
the score of perceived genetic origin was low, heterosexual women’s gender self-esteem was positively
related to sympathy for lesbians, whereas such a relationship disappeared when the perceived genetic
origin was high. Such tendencies were not found for heterosexual men. The results suggest that there is
a significant difference between heterosexual men and women in their way of viewing homosexuals and

this view’s relationship to gender self-esteem.

Keywords : gay, lesbian, controllability, gender self-esteem, prejudice



