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The Greater Prominence of Feudal Lords in the Kingdom of

Naples in the Latter half of the Thirteenth Century:
Focusing on Local Conflicts in the Province of Capitanata

Ryo NAKATANI

The purpose of this paper is to consider local conflicts in the province of Capitanata in the latter half
of the thirteenth century. Previous studies have shown that the local conflicts were religious in nature,
based on the increasing number of administrative letters that the curia regis had issued for the purpose
of mediating local conflicts between Muslims at Lucera and the neighboring Christians. However, this
explanation indicates a problem in that it was based solely on an analysis of the local conflicts in which
the Muslims at Lucera were involved. This paper, therefore, clarifies implications in the local conflicts
by analyzing those conflicts throughout Capitanata.

First, it is notable that administrative correspondence was established between the curia regis and local
societies in the latter half of the thirteenth century, making it possible for the curia regis to acquire the
means to make efficient use of manpower and material resources in Capitanata; thus Lucera saw a pivot
in local policy by the curia regis. As a result, Lucera and its neighborhood were prone to seeing conflicts
between local habitants demanding manpower and material resources.

In 1282, falling into political disorder as a result of the Sicilian Vespers, the curia regis was obliged to
change its local policies. More and more feudal lords were involved in local conflicts over lands and
material resources, as can be seen from the information on plunder and violence found in administrative
letters. However, the increasing amount of local conflict over lands and material resources does not indi-
cate that the feudal lords undermined the local order, but that they created a new local order by negotia-
tion and collaboration with the curia regis and local society. Therefore, the increasing number of local
conflicts does not illustrate religious friction between Muslims and local Christians, but a process of

social reorganization in local society.

Keywords : Southern Italy, Lucera, Muslim, local conflicts, curia regis, feudal lords



