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The Distribution Control and Urban Domination
by Sengoku Daimyo: Taking Aki-Itsukushima

Masaki TANIGUCHI

The aim of this paper is to examine the movement of power, such as the Daimyo, temples, or pirates,
Kokuzin (foreign lords), merchants, and city residents in Itukushima (Aki) from historical materials,
and the development and linkage of changes in distribution and commerce, the growth of Itukushima
city, and the deepening of the Daimyo’s control.

Ttukushima was the center of religion, and the base of Seto Naikai distribution in the late middle ages.
In the late Sengoku period, the representatives of Itukushima were Tanamori Husaaki, Daishoin, and
Daiganzi, and they are presumed to have controlled rituals and distribution. Outside the island, pirates
represented by the Murakami family and Kokuzin did acts of piracy like building new barriers, and
collecting guard fees.

The Ouchi family, Sue family, and Mori family were Daimyo who dominated Aki in the late Sengoku
period, and made distribution economy policy which meant the deprivation or weakening the old power’s
concession, the regulation of piracy, and linking Itukushima to their dominated economy. As a result,
the economy of Itukushima grew and many merchants from countries, including those rising and new-
comers, came into [tukushima. But social problems like the rapid increasing of Kariya and Zaike, and the
appearing prostitutes and gamblers occurred. The sanctity of their life was violated. The Daimyo faced
a difficult task to balance between city development and keeping sanctity, so they were trying to achieve
an unificated domination, for example, making rules including many types of urban policies. The Daimyo
had to affect Itukushima as a public power.

This paper shows that the relationship of the regional economy and capital market gradually continued
changing its contents, promoting city development, and defining the Daimyo’s domination of Itukushima

in a historical deployment.

Keywords : Sengoku period, Itukushima, Seto Naikai distribution, Daimyo, religious city
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