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The Stories of the Generals of the Yang #5 Family
and Shuihuzhuan 7/K/F# :
Comparison between “Potianzhen” fif X [
and “Jiugongbaguazhen” J1L =/ \ENH

Kinya TABUCHI

In the composition or person formation of Chinese classic novels, influencial relations are often seen

between works. The story of the Generals of the Yang #; Family is no exception.

The Story of the Generals of the Yang Family is often compared to Shuihuzhuan 7KiEH#E. In this paper,

I summed up the contents of preceding studies and compared works which have same motif, the war

against the Liao # dynasty and special battle array, among Yuan-Ming JtH#] dramas about Generals of

the Yang Family and Shuihuzhuan.

First I summed up the contents of preceding studies, and tried to analyze and supplement them. Gene-

rally speaking, the opposition between the Beisong 1L°K dynasty and the Liao dynasty is one of the

essential factors.

I then made a comparison between Yuan-Ming dramas about Generals of the Yang Family “Potianzhen”
B KBH and about Shuihuzhuan “Jiugongbaguazhen” JLE /\E . Special battle array is used in both

dramas, but these are different in the contents of their array. In “Potianzhen”, the Liao army set up

an array, and in “Jiugongbaguazhen”, the Lianshanpo Z1117H army did so. These are different in which-

ever set up the array, enemy or friend. “Jiugongbaguazhen” can easily assert a friend’s strength to an

audience.
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Moreover, “Potianzhen” involves the same military activities repeatedly, while “Jiugongbaguazhen”
wins a victory in one battle. By avoiding lengthy repetition and showing victory at a stroke,

“Jiugongbaguazhen” charms its audience.

Keywords : Story of the Generals of the Yang #; Family, Shuihuzhuan 7KiZHE, Potianzhen BYR[,
Jiugongbaguazhen JUE /\#ifi, The war against the Liao % dynasty
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