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Citizens and Associations in the Free and
Hanseatic City of Hamburg in the 19th Century:
Focus on the “Easter Concerts” of the Singakademie

Fusa INDO

In Hamburg in the first half of the 1830’s the increase in the number of poor people
became a serious social problem, and many voluntary organizations for charity were
established to support such people.

Hamburger Singakademie was a mixed choral association of dilettanti established in
1819, which was known to play an important role in developing civic musical life and
choral musical culture in 19th century Hamburg. In addition, after the activities of
Singakademie were examined in the primary sources, it was revealed that Singakademie
was involved in charity as well. Hamburger Singakademie started to hold an “Easter
concert” in 1835, which would have been given every year in the Easter Week since then.
The profit from the concerts, which was gained by selling admission tickets and texts,
was distributed to civic charitable activities in the city.

This study directed its attention to the Easter concerts of Singakademie, examined
their social role and meanings in 19th century Hamburg, and then analyzed the
commitment of the citizens to their society. The research was based on the proceedings
of Singakademie, as well as on the primary sources of the senate and the churches
which referred to its public concerts.

As a result of examination, it was revealed that the Easter concert of Singakademie
was a type of citizens’ reaction against social problems of poverty in the city, on which
charitable organizations of voluntary citizens worked. Hamburger Singakademie took
a role in supporting their activities on the financial side by donating the profits from
the Easter concerts to them. The partnership between Singakademie and the charitable
organizations revealed that various civic organizations were working in cooperation
with each other to make the society better then, which reflected the sense of duty of
the upper-class citizens to serve the community of Hamburg. Singakademie was an
association which was acting in the social context of 19th century Hamburg. It contri-

buted to promoting the common good as well as the musical culture of the city.

Keywords : 19th Century Germany, Hamburg, associations, Singakademie, charity

14



