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The “Juvenile Curfew” and the Control of Public Spaces:
The Case of the Political Process of the Partial Amendment of the
Osaka Prefectural Ordinance for the Healthy Development of Youths

Kazuaki SUGIYAMA

The purpose of this paper is to identify the time-space politics related to the so-
cial environments surrounding youths by taking up the case of Osaka prefecture
which has introduced a strict juvenile curfew which is widely talked about, through
the mass media in regard to the latest partial amendment of the so-called “Juvenile
Protection Ordinance”.

First, the author clarifies the process of the partial amendment and the origins of
statements made about the juvenile curfew. Second, by focusing on symbolic opin-
ions which problematized the nocturnal urban social environments and the youth
behavior taking place in such kinds of environments, the author discusses the prob-
lems which took place in the political process of the amendment and the contents
of deliberations.

Through this discussion, we can understand the trend of social control through
the control of time-space represented in addition to the enforcement of the partial
amendment, and argue that the regulation to upkeep a healthy social environment
for youths has a close relationship to the further expansion of juvenile policing ac-
tivities in public spaces.

Keywords : Juvenile Protection Ordinance, juvenile curfew, harmful’ environment,

nighttime wandering, the protection and guidance of youth in public
spaces, political process
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