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A Study on Childcare Patterns of Chinese Families in Japan :
Through a Case Study of a Chinese Family Living in Kansai

Yang ZHENG

This paper will analyze childcare patterns of Chinese families in Japan,
with a focus on childcare support. As of today most researchers have examined
childcare of foreign families in Japan only on their Japanese ability, without
paying attention to their visa type, the influence of culture, and family income.

This paper investigates the effect of visa type, the culture of childcare, and
family income on childcare support. The finding is that although they live in
Japan, Chinese families still depend on a kin network. However childcare
patterns are affected by parents’ visa type and family income. The different
trends in childcare patterns can be observed as follows: (1) the childcare
pattern by the family of overseas students is dependent on a network. (2) the
childcare pattern by a working family is a selection. (3) the childcare pattern
by international families is an independent pattern.

Keywords : Chinese families in Japan, childcare support, childcare role,
maternal roles, kin network



