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Sousaku Taiko and Gender :
A Discussion on Position of Female Performer

Mizuki KUWAHARA

In this paper, I examine how female performance has been constructed in
Sousaku Taiko (creation of a Japanese drum) from the point of view of gender.

Since the 1970’s, Sousaku Taiko has been developed as stage music. However,
the selections of the instruments and the method of performance were restricted
for female performers. Especially, the action of playing odaiko (the biggest
drum) was considered to be incompatible with female performers because of the
physical features and strength of women. This contradiction prevented women
from participating in the performance of Taiko. As a result, female performers
mainly had the role of odori (a dancer) when they played Taiko on stage.
Meanwhile, a Taiko group which was formed of only female performers appeared
in 1992. This group made a new method of performance for female performers by
showing their muscles and hard action. In such a situation, female audience and
amateurs of Taiko increased.

Therefore, female performance has been constructed in the context of a gender
role by male performers, in the sense that women had a dilemma about their
role in the 1970’s, the sense that female performers appeared to challenge male
performers after the 1990’s, and in the social background of women.

Keywords : Sousaku Taiko, performance, gender, female performer, audience
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