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Port Control in Osaka Bay
through the Power of the Miyoshi Family

Tadayuki AMANO

In this article I examine the port control in Osaka Bay through the power
of the Miyoshi Family during the civil wars, based mainly on the relation
between Miyoshi with the Hokkesyu sect. During the civil wars, various cities
developed and were closely connected.

During the Muromachi period, the Hokkesyu sect expanded in the ports of
the Western Districts. Their temples and believers who were merchants had
leadership in the city organizations later. And they bore the economic structure
centered around the Kinai Districts.

During the civil wars, the Miyoshi Family aimed to control the ports in
Osaka Bay (Amagasaki, Hyogo, Sakai), because they were international ports
with Kyoto in the background. They had strong relations with Hokkesyu
temples and believers. They protected the establishment of temple towns and
gave believers privilege. As a result, their temples and believers had decisive
leadership in the city organizations. In the end, the Miyoshi Family controlled
the city organizations throughts relations with them. Soon the power of the
Miyoshi Family aimed to control them directly.

Keywords : Osaka Bay, port, Hokkesyu sect, city organizations,
the Miyoshi Family
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