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At FIS

The Social Work on Slum District in 1920's~1950's
Osaka City

—Actual Life Style of Nagara District and Activity in Settlement House—

Tomohiro YOSHIMURA
Urban Research plaza, Osaka city University

[Key words] Slum, rice riots, social work, settlement house, corporatism

This paper is written about the social work that supports slum district in modern Osaka city. Many
interesting studies about slum located in north eastern region in modern Osaka city have ever been conducted.
However, there are some points which are not known well. Therefore, this paper shows the points with
analyzing what one of slum, Nagara district is like. Nagara district, where many poor people lived, is a famous
one in modern Osaka city. Public lodging and Improved house built in 1920's by Osaka city administration.
Then "rice riots" (Action for selling rice cheaply) happened in Osaka city in 1918. The population of the poor
people in Nagara district increased, too. After "rice riots", an activity was conducted to Nagara district in
settlement house, for example, economic policies, child-protection policies, health policies, etc. Especially Shiga
Shinto, who is the primary director of the settlement house carried out corporatism. The corporatism was to
give priority to profit of the society rather than an individual. This corporatism was thought to encourage the
people join to the war. The people of the Nagara district was rolled up in the war in this way, too. Therefore,
Nagara district was burnt by an air raid in 1945. Many People lost their houses by this miserable disaster.
Asahi Shimbun, which do research living condition of the poor people in Nagara district, reported three
lifestyles, temporary hut, cheap inn, camping-out. After World War II, many houses for the poor people built
by the Ministry of Construction in 1950's. And the settlement house was aimed for a welfare increase in line
with the life actual situation of Nagara district, for example, legal advice, introduction of the work, Infant
childcare, medical facilities, etc. The settlement house greatly changed the activity contents in this way unlike

before the war.
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