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Abstract

[Objectives] The findings of the literature on ethical issues of NICU nurses in Japan will be summarized and the previous
studies will be reviewed.

[Method] We searched the literature using the Web version (Ver.5) of the Japan Medical Abstract Society (JAMAS), and
searched for “NICU", “newborn”, “nurse”, “ethics”, and “ethical issues” as keywords. And we analyzed the literature of 9 papers.

[Results] The 9 references were categorized into “Actual Conditions and Factors of NICU Nurses Participation in Ethical
Decision Making”, “Dilemmas of NICU Nurses”, “Recognition of Ethical Issues by NICU Nurses”, and “Responses to Ethical Issues
by NICU Nurses'.

[Conclusion] It was suggested that NICU nurses repeated experience of participation in ethical decision-making would lead to
improved judgment and response to ethical issues. In addition, it was important to understand the ethical issues that may arise
in the NICU and the perceptions of NICU nurses of the dilemmas and ethical issues they face in order to respond to the actual

situation. In the future, we believe that our task is to practice and verify the responses that we have identified.
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