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The emergence of “ignorant” spectators:
Bunraku theater and its spectatorship after the
opening of the Yotsubashi-Bunrakuza

EBINE Takeshi

This paper examines the changes in the situation surrounding the Bunraku theater following the
opening of the Yotsubashi-Bunrakuza in January 1930; it brought a new type of spectator to the
newly built, modern-style auditorium. In this paper, we define this new type of audience as “doubly
ignorant” spectators and analyze how they experienced the performance of the Bunraku theater
from three points of view. First, we analyze the cover design and greetings of the playbill of the
Yotsubashi-Bunrakuza to determine how the operator of the show (Shochiku) understood new
spectators and tried to contextualize their theatrical experience. Second, we focus on the characteri-
stics of the modern auditorium of the Yotsubashi-Bunrakuza which predetermined the conditions
for potential theatrical experiences of new spectators. Third, we examine the observations of one
contemporary critic of ignorant spectators’ attitudes toward the performances and discuss the
characteristic seriousness of the ignorant spectators. Finally, this paper points out that among
these new ignorant spectators emerged the modern attitude toward the Bunraku theater, one that
considers this kind of traditional theater as “classical art.”

Keywords: Bunraku, Yotsubashi-Bunrakuza, spectatorship, theater, classical art

[ 1



