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A Study on the Selection of Products for
Local Product Branding
: A Case Study of Yakiniku in Iida City

Tetsu KOBAYASHI and Shinichi TAWARA

Summary

Recently, place branding has been attracting attention as a method of regional
revitalization. Furthermore, it can be divided into two categories: regional spatial
branding, which brands the region itself, and local product branding, which
brands goods and services related to the region.

In this article, we focus on the latter type of local product branding. The key
to local product branding is the selection of the local products to be branded.
However, it is difficult to define the differences between the products of a region
and those of others, which is a condition for local product branding. This is
because many of the local products to be granted local product branding already
exist in the region without awareness of the differences compared to other
regions.

In this article, we focus on local product branding in Iida City. Co-author
Tawara, who was involved in the local product branding in Iida City, describes
the process of selecting local products, which is then discussed by another co-
author, Kobayashi, from the perspective of place branding theory. This study

clarifies the selection method of products in local product branding.



