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Passing on Pollution Experiences and “Community
Development for Environmental Regeneration”:
Collaborative Initiatives Facilitated
by Multiperspectivity

Masafumi Yokemoto and Miho Hayashi

Summary

July 2022 marked 50 years since the Yokkaichi pollution ruling that became
one of the driving forces of environmental policymaking in Japan. Half a century
after the Yokkaichi pollution lawsuit, issues about “passing on pollution experi-
ences” are being discussed.

However, regarding how to interpret and add meaning to history, pollution
incidents, with their many victims, pose difficulties similar to those posed by war,
natural disasters, and major accidents. Interpretive perspectives differ depending
on one’s standpoint, which leads to division and conflict between parties. This
kind of “past” of which interpretations tend to differ is called a “difficult past.”

In communities with a “difficult past,” it is not easy to strengthen collabora-
tion by transcending differing standpoints. “Passing on pollution experiences”
risks obstructing collaboration if done in the wrong way. How can we mend local
division and work toward collaboration? In this paper, we explore collaboration
in “community development for environmental regeneration” by discussing a
case from Mizushima, Kurashiki City, Okayama. Accordingly, we demonstrate
the collaborative potential of multiperspectivity, centering on the passing on of

pollution experiences.



