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Japanese Sports Culture

from the Viewpoint of Structure of Sports ——

Masahiko Sawano

Summary

At the end of the 19th century, companies met sports and created three kinds
of relationships. In Europe, amateur sports that banned relationships developed.
In the United States, professional sports developed as a leisure industry, and in
Japan, corporate sports as a recreation became popular. In amateur sports, soci-
ability was emphasized, and in the professional sports, the eyes of the audience
were conscious. Therefore, for the major form of the match, the former was the
regular competition between well-matched ones, and the latter was the league
matches. And in Japan, the games were held on the weekends, and the tourna-
ment which ends in a short time became common. These different game forms

produced each unique sports culture.
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